LAS  CASES,   ANTOMMARCHI,   ETC.
his enormous correspondence? We know that the letters which he considered at that time of most importance he confided to his brother Joseph: they were bound in volumes. How, then, did he come to have these sparse, but notable, despatches about him? Las Cases could only, if they were genuine, have obtained them from Napoleon, and Las Cases was not in the confidence of Napoleon till long after the Emperor was cut off from his papers. Whence, then, come these casket letters? Las Cases could tell us, but does not: and no one else can. The only hint we obtain is from Gourgaud, who, speaking of some false statement of Warden's, says that it is probably une partie du journal faux de Las Cases, from which we may conclude that Las Cases kept a spurious record for the information of curious strangers and the public, and that this was known at Longwood.
And here we must say, with deep regret, that we wish we could feel certain that Napoleon was ignorant of these fabrications. There would be perhaps, if we could shut our eyes to the evidence of the authorship of the Letters from the Cape, or if we chose to take that pamphlet as a sort of trial-balloon sent forth by the Emperor, but not intended to carry his authority, no absolutely direct or reliable evidence of connection. Unfortunately, there is no doubt as to the authorship of the Letters from the Cape. Mon-tholon, moreover, gives the spurious letters 'to Murat in the midst of a narrative of Spanish affairs dictated by Napoleon. Napoleon is recorded as saying: " On the 29th of May I wrote to the Grand Duke of Berg/' as follows. And then follows the spurious letter. If, then, we can implicitly trust Montholon, Napoleon
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